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Information for Parents
“What really matters in life is that we are loved by Jesus, and that we love him in return.”
St John Paul Il

Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back to the first half of the Summer term at Sacred Heart R.C Primary School, Battersea. We
hope that you had an enjoyable and restful Easter break with your family and loved ones.

As we journey through the Easter period, culminating with the feast of Pentecost, we continue to reflect
upon what we can all do to guide our children to live out Jesus’ teachings and be his witnesses. By
encouraging our children to embrace their gifts and talents, make the right choices, be the peacemakers
and treat others with love, patience and kindness, we are guiding them to stay close to Jesus.

The Wednesday Word from Wednesday 15 April was ‘Jesus’. It reminds us, (in reference to the Gospel of
Sunday 19" April 2026-Luke 24:13-35):

“Our lives are enriched when we know Jesus. He is with us at all times and in all places. We can encounter
him in prayer and in one another. The more we know about Jesus through reading the gospels, the easier it
is for us to recognise him. Knowing and following Jesus helps happiness and love to grow in our families.
Each of you choose something to do for each other at home or at school to be more like Jesus. Perhaps we
can: decide to pray each day; read the gospels together; remember to regularly ask ourselves, “What would
Jesus do?” and then try to do the same ourselves.”

Dear Lord Jesus,

We thank you for always being there for us. Help us to recognise you as we journey through life
together.

Amen

This guidance is supported by our Sacred Heart Ethos, which has been drawn from our Federation Mission
Statement (The parable of the Mustard Seed, Matthew 13:31), Gospel values, Catholic Social Teaching
(CST) principles and learning behaviours.



Our Sacred Heart Ethos uses the SACRED acronym:

S: Service
A: Affection and Appreciation

C: Consideration and Co-operation
R: Reflection and Reconciliation
E: Endeavour and Enjoyment

D: Dignity

Here is a brief outline of what your child will be learning about this half term.
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continue with our daily
phonics lessons and will be
revising all GPCs, (letter-
sound correspondences) the
children have learned so far
this year. Each day the
children will apply learned
GPCs to their spellings,
reading and writing.

We will continue with our
three reading practice
sessions each week, focusing
on decoding, (sounding
words out and blending),
prosody, (reading with
expression and intonation,
taking note of punctuation)
and comprehension.

To support our Geography
work this half term, all of our
texts will be focused on
different localities around
the UK. We will use the texts
Katie Morag and the two
Grandmothers, The
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch
and Coming to England to
inspire fictional recounts,
diary writing, to create a
poster and write
instructions. The children
will be expected to begin to
independently include a

Subject Coverage Suggestions as to how you
can support learning at
home

English This half term, we will Spend time reading with your

child, encouraging them to
use their phonics when
attempting new words.
Practise reading the sounds,
(GPCs) on the inside cover of
their reading practice book.
Encourage your child to read
their reading practice book
every day and refer to the
guestions on the inside back
cover. Focus on any new
vocabulary and ensure your
child knows what the words
mean.

Read additional books to
your child every day to
continue to develop their
sense of ‘reading for
pleasure’. Discuss any
unfamiliar vocabulary and
demonstrate how we can use
intonation, expression, tone
and volume in our voices to,
‘bring the stories alive’.
Encourage your child to
practise the weekly spellings
every day and try to put the
words into context by writing
sentences.

Whilst completing
homework, encourage your
child to write the letters
carefully, using the correct




mixture of taught writing
conventions in their work, as
well as begin to
independently edit their
writing, ensuring they have
checked their spellings and it
is correctly punctuated. We
will continue to explore
different sentence types and
begin to include plurals, pre-
fixes and suffixes in our
writing.

pencil grip and the correct
letter orientation. Encourage
your children to use correct
language when speaking in
the past tense, for example
‘went’, not ‘goed’, ran, not
‘ranned’ as this will help
them with their written work.

Maths This term we will begin to | Help your children to
think about multiplication | develop fluency with
and division. The children | numbers by practising
@ will learn to count in their number bonds to 10
groups of 2, 5and 10 and | and 20, practice the skills
@ begin to represent these of halving and doubling
m groups in arrays. They will | numbers in ‘their head’
Columns Rows begin to learn to share and breaking a number
guantities into equal down into tens and ones.
groups and will begin to Please ensure your child
learn about fractions. We | completes their maths
will then move onto homework each week
learning about positional which will recap a variety
language. The children will | of taught maths concepts.
be exploring terms such as | This will help them to
Half Quarter a quarter, a half and consolidate their
whole, as well as, understanding of these
forwards, backwards, next | mathematical operations.
to, above, below, in front | Encourage your child to
of, left and right in order practise their maths skills
to describe objects and using Numbots. Your
movement. child’s login details can be
found on the inside front
cover of their reading
record.
RE Our RE topic this half term is | When you take your child to
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‘Holidays and Holy Days’.
The children will learn the
difference between a holiday
and a holy day. Through this
topic the children will be
exploring what these terms
mean to them and the idea
of ‘good news’ before
leading us into the time of
Pentecost. The children will
learn that Pentecost is a Holy
day — the feast of the Holy
Spirit. They will learn about
Pentecost, of its ‘Good
News’ and the beginning of
the church.

church help them to listen
carefully during the Mass and
discuss with them when and
why they hear reference to
the Holy Spirit. What does
this mean? Why do we
sometimes respond with ‘and
with your spirit’? Read your
child stories of Jesus and the
story of Pentecost. Help your
child to learn the Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be.




Science

This half term we will
begin our topic on plants.
The children will begin to
identify and describe the
basic structure of a variety
of common flowering
plants, including trees. We
will visit Falcon Park to
collect data and classify
the plants and trees
around us, including the
difference between
deciduous and evergreen
trees.

Encourage your child to
observe and report what
they can see in nature, and
identify the different
plants and trees you can
see. Observe the changes
in the weather, paying
particular attention to the
plants and trees and
discuss how they grow
throughout the season.
Identify some new flowers
that might begin to appear
as the weather becomes
warmer.

PSHE (includes online safety)/RSE

This half term we will be
looking at The Holy Trinity
and discussing the idea of
God as ‘three in one’. We
will talk about how this
demonstrates God’s love
for us as well as how we
can show love for others.
The children will also explore
the individual’s relationship
with the wider world. They
will explore how human
beings are called to love
others in the wider
community by God through
service, through dialogue
and through working for the
Common Good.

Talk to your children about
how they can help others
in the community and how
they can take care of their
planet. What steps can we
take to protect the people,
animals and the planet?
What will happen if we
don’t look after the things
around us?

Geography
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This half term we are
expanding our
understanding of where we
live with our topic ‘Our
Country’. The children will be
thinking about where they
live within the country of
England, where they live
within the United Kingdom,
and where they live in the
World. The children will be
exploring all countries which
make up the United
Kingdom, as well as our
surrounding seas. We will
explore each country’s
geographical features and
capital cities. Finally, we will
focus on our city of London
to explore the rural and
urban features and the key
landmarks.

Talk to your child about
where they live. How do they
know they live in a city?
Discuss our city’s main
features and landmarks.

How does our city contrast to
other parts of England or the
United Kingdom?

Discuss the main cities and
flags of the United Kingdom.
Can the children find these
countries and citieson a
map?




Computing

This half term, the children will continue to use
technology purposefully to create, store, manipulate
and retrieve digital content. They will recognise
common uses of information technology beyond school
and continue to learn how to use technology safely and
respectfully, and identify where to go for help and
support when they have concerns.

Art/DT

In Art this half term the
children will be exploring
sculpture through making 3D
creations. The children will
use paper to create their
own 3D drawings and
sculptures. The children will
look at the work of
Samantha Stevens, ‘Other’
and images of ‘The Tree of
Life’ from a variety of
cultures to support them to
design and create their own
3D pictures. Following this
with the work of Louise
Bourgeois ‘Maman’ to
inspire their sculpture. The
children will finally be
supported to evaluate their
work and the effect it has
upon them as an artist and
also the viewer.

Talk to your child about other
works of Art around them.
What do they think about it?
How does it make them feel?
What do they think about the
colours or media?

If possible find opportunities
for your children to explore
sculpture by creating at
home. Are there any
particular medias they prefer
to use?

PE

Developing the basic
fundamental skills, Agility,
Balance and Co-ordination
and learning to apply
these within well known
sports. The focus this term
is tennis and cricket so the
children will be developing
their footwork, hand-eye
co-ordination and their
ability to strike a ball.
Summer 1 - The
Wimbledon Junior Tennis
Initiative will deliver
tennis lessons to Y1.

The children will also
practise their Sports Day
activities in Summer 2.

To help your children at
home, you can continue to
practice the skills needed
for dodging, by playing
'tag' with your child, or
practice their throwing and
catching skills.

Music

In music this half term Year 1 will be working on singing
songs in multiple parts, clapping multiple rhythms
simultaneously, reading rhythms from music notation,
and working towards using simple musical instruments.
Additionally, Year 1 will be supported by Wandsworth’s
Music Department to provide lessons and establish




Animals’.

excellent singing practice. The programme encourages
high quality singing to promote accuracy of pitch and
tone and listening skills. The programme will culminate
with an opportunity for the children to perform to
others in a spectacular show called, ‘Down with the

All teachers at Sacred Heart School follow the homework policy.

In Year 1 we will follow this homework timetable:

Subject Handed out Duein on How you can help
Spelling Pack | At the beginning of | Spelling tests are on | Practise the spellings with your
each half term. Tuesday child every day using the method
mornings. ‘Look, cover, write, check’.
Maths Pack At the beginning of Math tests are on Complete the Maths homework
each half term. Tuesday with your child every day. Please
mornings. read the instructions carefully
before completing the homework.
Reading New reading books Reading folders need | Listen to your child read their
will be handed out to be brought to phonetically decodable book every
on a Friday. school everyday. day and discuss the story or non-
They will stay in fiction text with them. If your child
school on a Thursday | has finished their books, please re-
for books to be read these books with your child
changed. to develop fluency, in line with the
Year 1 National Curriculum.
Also share your child’s chosen
‘book for pleasure’ with them,
discussing the story with your
child, modelling the correct use of
expression and exploring the
meaning of any unfamiliar
vocabulary.
Reading Weekly Comprehension packs | Complete the Comprehension
Comprehension will be taken in every homework with your child every
Tuesday. week. Please encourage your child to
highlight the part of the text which
contains the clue before answering a
question.

PE is an essential part of the curriculum. We are lucky enough to have specialist teachers and coaches.
Please send your child in with his or her PE kit on Monday, and leave it at school until Friday. Please
remember that the school rule is that if your child is unable to participate in PE owing to sickness, then

they are not well enough to come to school.




PE days for Year 1 are Wednesday and Thursday.
Please remember to remove your child’s earrings on these days.

Kind regards,
Miss Lacey
Miss B

Miss Graham
Miss Paulette



