
Year 2 Family Learning

English and Maths



The English curriculum for 
primary schools is broken 

down into two areas as 
follows:

• Reading 
– word reading, comprehension

• Writing 
– transcription or spelling, handwriting, 

composition, vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation



Read the 
passage out 
loud… stop 

when we tell 
you to!



In reading, at the end of Year 2, 
our children are expected to…



What skills does your 
child need?

Word recognition, 
strategies, reading 
for meaning – can 
your child actually 
read the words?

Reading for 
information – can 
your child answer 
questions about 
what is happening? 
Can they predict 
what might happen? 
Can they give 
reasons for their 
answers from the 
text?

Response to text –
listening and 
responding.  Has 
your child enjoyed 
the book?  Why?  
Can they give an 
opinion on the text?

The art of reading –
let your child read 
aloud if they are 
reading to you, to 
emphasise expression. 

Quiet reading is only 
for fluent, accurate 
readers.



What can you do to help? 
• Encourage your children to read. Read with them and to 

them. It really does make a difference to their attainment 
in English if they are avid readers. Vary the choice of 
reading material so that your child experiences lots of 
genres.  Do you know what they love to read?

• Include comics, magazines, recipes, tablets and devices as 
well as a wide range of books, even story tapes.

• Play games designed to improve reading such as Boggle, Top 
Trumps, Junior Scrabble and other board games to make 
learning more fun.

• Ask lots of different sorts of questions and encourage 
them to use the correct grammar in spoken English. Insist 
on children answering in full sentences, rather than single 
words. 

• Encourage children to question what they read – what does 
that word mean, why did that character do that?  



How will they be 
assessed in reading?

• There are two reading test papers.  

• Paper 1 consists of a fiction, non-fiction and poetry text.  
The children are given short bursts of text followed by 
one or two questions – these can be retrieval, prediction, 
inference, sequencing or vocabulary questions

• Paper 2 is much more demanding in terms of the stamina 
the children need to have for reading.  There is usually a 
fiction, non fiction and poetry text and the children 
answer a range of questions.

• Teacher assessment – this will be based on work we do in 
class, comprehensions, the level of reading book your 
child is reading at and the speed at which they read 
(whilst still having a good understanding!)



Reading: Paper 1



Reading: Paper 2



Reading: Paper 2 - answer booklet





Great Publications!
• Amazon have a top 100 child friendly books 

list…

• Look at the Sunday Times best sellers list for 
new children’s book ideas…

• These books will help you and your child to 
choose a range of books…



Writing
Year 2 



In Year 2 there are three levels of writing, working 
towards the expected level, working at the expected 
level and greater depth at the expected level.  We 
use brilliant books on which to base our writing 
opportunities for the children and we hope that they 
will feel inspired to write!

We model different types of sentence, we model the 
writing we want them to emulate, we point out 
punctuation, spelling and grammar at every 
opportunity!

And we hope that by the time they are writing in May 
we have six great pieces of writing which will show off 
what they can really do!

















How will they be 
assessed in writing?

• Year 2 teachers choose each 
child’s six best pieces of writing 
which will showcase the grammar, 
spelling and punctuation required 
in Year 2 – these pieces are not 
written in ‘test’ conditions and 
are written as part of our normal 
classroom procedure.



Spelling, 
Punctuation and 

Grammar



Cap = CAPITAL LETTER

The Punctuation Poster Year 2

Forward slash  / 

Ellipsis …

Semicolon ;

Inverted commas/Quotation 
marks “  ”

Full stop 

.

Hyphen ─

Exclamation mark  !

Brackets (   )

Bullet points

Colon :

Question mark   ?

Comma ,

Dash -

Apostrophe '

YEAR 2



Punctuation
How we explain this to the children:

Point it out in guided reading and individual reading – Model 
to the children the function that the punctuation is 
performing

With the intonation in our voice to show the difference 
between an exclamation, question, statement or command.

Punctuation games (e.g. punctuation bingo) and correcting 
mistakes

Kung Fu punctuation (YouTube)

Punctuation displays

Really, really sentences, 2A sentences, Some;others 
sentences, etc.. (Alan Peat’s explanations)



Spelling
Year 2 



Spellings – Year 2
• Daily phonics lesson to practise whole word recognition 

as well as individual focus sounds according to phase
• White board work – games
• Strategies e.g. mnemonics ( big elephants can always 

understand small elephants – because)
• Themes of work and related tricky words
• Spelling tests
• Lots of teaching of alternative spellings and sounds 

(homographs / homophones)
• Teaching of spelling rules (and exceptions!)
• Marking and corrections
• Dictation





Grammar – Year 2
• Know the class of words: nouns, verbs, adjectives and 

adverbs

• Past and present tense (including irregular verbs e.g. 
come / came)

• Plurals and exceptions (e.g. fly, flies and donkey, 
donkeys)

• Expanded noun phrases  (the beautiful, blue 
butterfly)

• Making additional nouns using suffixes such as ness, er 
and est (earlier, earliest , silly, silliness) 

• Making additional nouns by compounding ( foot ball)



Grammar – Year 2 
continued…

• Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and 
co-ordination (using or, and, but) 

• Is it a statement, question, exclamation or 
command?

• Apostrophe for possession (John’s ball) and 
contraction (I can’t)



What else could you do at home?

Use the correct grammar and punctuation 
terminology with your child – noun, verb, adverb, 
quotation marks etc.

Practice the spellings diligently at home with your 
child.  Talk about the alternative spellings 
(die/dye, their/there/they’re)

READ!  READ!  READ!  And talk to your child 
about the grammar and punctuation they are 
seeing in their reading book

Help your child to complete all homework tasks.







Recommended books
Available on Amazon ( CGP ks1)



Maths

OK… take a deep breath and here we 
go…









• We teach with the physical equipment 
(manipulatives) then representation then the 
written method.  We have reasoning opportunities 
in every lesson. (Visual, representation, abstract)

• In class teachers are using manipulatives such as:

How do we teach maths?





Calculations with straws



Diennes



Numicon



Cuisenaire 
rods



Place value counters



Children need to work ‘actively’ with the 
equipment.
Build visual images.
Then move to the abstract – numbers and 
symbols



Addition in Year 2
Add numbers using objects, 

pictorial representations and mentally

• 2 digit number and ones  e.g. 32 + 7
• 2 digit number and tens e.g. 32 + 30
• 2 two digit numbers e.g. 32 + 27 
• three 1 digit numbers 4 + 7 + 6



32 + 22=



24 + 13 =
20 + 10 = 30
4 + 3 = 7
30 + 7 =

Partitioning

Re-partitioning numbers Introduction to columns



• Recall and use 
addition and subtraction 
facts to 20 and 
derive and 
use related facts 
to 100

• Demonstrate the
commutative law of 
addition

I know that 7 + 3 = 10. So
27 + 3 makes 30. To check
this, I can partition 27 into
20 and 7 .
20+7+ 3= 20+10= 30

=+ +

Commutative

12 + 30 = 30 + 12

? + 25 = 25 + 41



Fluency in Year 2

• Show increasing fluency in deriving pairs of 
numbers up to 10 and then up to 20 

• Use knowledge to derive and use number 
facts up to 100 

• Add numbers mentally including TO + O, TO
+ tens, TO + TO, O + O + O

• children should be able to add numbers in 
different contexts e.g. money, measures 



Progression of subtraction 



Subtraction Year 2

• Add and subtract numbers using 
concrete objects, pictorial 
representations and mentally

• Use jottings to support informal 
methods

• Written recordings





Informal methods to support 
written calculations

35 – 22 =



Hundred Square

54 - 32 = 22



Number lines

Is it quicker to go 
backwards or forwards?



Moving to more formal 
written methods

37 – 12 =

37 – 10 = 27

27 – 2 = 25



Children will start to use 
exchanging



Fluency in Year 2

• Practise addition and subtraction facts to 20 
• Show increasing fluency in deriving subtraction 

facts for numbers up to 10 and then up to 20 
• Use known facts to 20 to derive new facts e.g. 

3 + 7 – 30 + 70 
• Use knowledge to derive and use subtraction 

number facts up to 100 





Multiplication Year 2

Mental calculations
• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 

and 10 multiplication tables – at Sacred Heart we also move 
onto 3 and 4 times tables if children must know all times 
tables by the end of Year 4.

• Recognise odd and even numbers
• Show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any 

order (commutative)
• Apply doubling of numbers up to ten to doubling larger 

numbers



Written calculations
• Calculate mathematical statements for 

multiplication and division within the 
multiplication tables and write them 
using the multiplication (×), division (÷) 
and equals (=) signs

• Understand and solve problems involving 
arrays 

• Understand that multiplication and 
division are inverse operations 



What arrays can 
you make with 
20 counters?

Concrete and 
pictorial 
representations



• Count in twos, threes, fives from zero and 
tens from any number e.g. 6, 8, 10, 12 etc. 

• Emphasise number patterns 
• Introduction to multiplication tables.
• Practise to become fluent in multiplication 

facts for 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 
• Solve multiplication problems mentally 

Fluency in Year 2





Division Year 2

Mental calculation
• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 

2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, including recognising 
odd and even numbers 

• Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication 
and division within the multiplication tables and write 
them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals 
(=) signs



Written Calculation
• Show that multiplication of two 

numbers can be done in any order 
(commutative) and division of one 
number by another cannot

• Solve problems involving multiplication 
and division, using materials, arrays, 
repeated addition, mental methods, and 
multiplication and division facts, 
including problems in contexts. 

• Find halves and then quarters 



7 x 2 = 14
14 ÷ 2 = 7

2 x 7 = 14
14 ÷ 7 = 2

“If 40 ÷ 10 = 4 and 30 ÷ 10 = 
3,
what do you think 70 ÷ 10 
would be? Why?”

“How many 
groups
of 5 minutes 
have
passed when 
the
minute hand
reaches twenty
past?”



Fluency in Year 2

• Count back in twos, threes, fives from zero and tens from 
any number e.g. 12, 10, 8, 6 etc. 

• Emphasise patterns 
• Connect ten times table to place value and five times 

table to divisions on a clock face 
• Introduction to multiplication tables.
• Practise to become fluent in division facts for 2, 3, 4, 5 

and 10 
• Solve division problems involving grouping and sharing 



What about the other maths?
in Year 2…



Fractions:

• Recognise, find, name and write 
fractions 1/3, ¼, 2/4 and ¾ of a 
length, shape, set of objects or 
quantity

• Write simple fractions ½ of 6 = 3 and 
recognise the equivalence of 2/4 = ½



Measurement 
• Measurement: choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate, measure 

length, height in any direction in m and cm, mass in kg and g, temperature in 
degrees centigrade, capacity in litres and millilitres to the nearest appropriate 
unit using rulers, scales, thermometers and measuring vessels

• Compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity, and record the results using 
the < and > signs

• Recognise and use symbols for pounds £ and pence p and combine amounts to 
make a particular value

• Find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money
• Compare and sequence intervals of time
• Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past / to the hour and 

draw the hands on a clock face to show these times
• Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day



Geometry 

• Identify and describe the properties of 2d shapes including the 
number of sides and line symmetry in a vertical line

• Identify and describe the properties of 3d shapes including the 
number of edges, vertices and faces

• Identify 2d shapes on the surface of 3d shapes (a circle on a cylinder, 
a triangle on a pyramid

• Compare and sort common 2d and 3d shapes and everday objects
• Order and arrange combinations of objects in patterns and sequences
• Use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and 

movement, including movement in a straight line and distinguishing 
between rotation as a turn and in terms of right angles for quarter, 
half and three quarter turns, clockwise and anti-clockwise.



Statistics 

• Interpret and construct simple pictograms, 
tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables

• Ask and answer simple questions by counting 
the number of objects in each category and 
sorting the categories by quantity

• Ask and answer questions about totalling and 
comparing categorical data.



How will maths be 
assessed?

There are two test papers:
•arithmetic
•reasoning

Plus teacher assessment through usual lesson 
activities



What do the papers look like?
Arithmetic



What do the papers look like?
Reasoning 



How can you support 
your child?

Engage in the homework with them.  They don’t have to do it all by themselves.  Get 
equipment out – money, pasta, straws – let them visualise the numbers they are working 
with.  Add, subtract, multiply and divide.  Teach them to tell the time on an analogue 
clock (not digital).

Talk to them about numbers you see on the way to school, at the shops – try to use 
money not a card!  Keep asking – what time is it?  How many minutes until…

Use the Mathletics programme to support their classwork – it’s fun and they will be 
rewarded with certificates for their efforts in our celebration assembly.

Practise papers are available from CGP but you really don’t have to do them!



Thank you for all your 
hard work with your child


