
 

Information for parents 

 
Dear Parents and carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new academic year at Sacred Heart School, Battersea. We hope 
that you all had a lovely, relaxing summer spending time with friends and family. 
 
To support the school in its journey, our September Inset days focused on refining our 
already broad and balanced curriculum and further developing the teaching and learning 
of RE.  

 
In addition to the staff training, we also attended a special welcome Mass led by Father 
Gerry and Deacon Michael. We were reminded that as Salesians, our children are at the 
‘front and centre’ of what we do. This perfectly complements the messages coming from 
Education Sunday, a special day in the Church’s liturgical year which celebrates Catholic 
education.  One of the reflections from the ‘Form and Flourish’ theme, for this year’s 
Education Sunday, states: 
 
“At school we are given tools that we can utilise throughout our lives. The Holy Father has 
said “Good education plants seeds when we are young, and these continue to bear fruit 
throughout life.” Time spent at school should not only equip us for life in the world but instil 
in us a love for knowledge and a desire to seek truth and wisdom. Education is a lifelong 
pursuit and it is the job of parents and teachers alike to plant and nurture seeds which will 
continue to grow and flourish over a lifetime. True education should also recognise the 
different gifts and talents of each pupil. Catholic education has at its heart the mission to 
help students uncover the essence of who they are and what it means to be in fellowship 
with others, seeking vocation and celebrating.” 
 
This message further resonates with our Federation as we can draw many parallels with 
our Mission Statement, which is based on the parable of ‘The Mustard Seed and Yeast’ 
(Matthew 13.31)  

 
"A man took a grain of mustard seed, and sowed it in his field. Indeed, the seed is 
smaller than all seeds but when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches." 
 

We  feel that at the heart of this parable is the notion of ‘growth’, that wonderful things can 
come from the smallest or humblest of beginnings  and that each and every one of our 
children have God given talents that require nurturing and celebrating. In turn, these gifts 
from God can inspire and motivate others to succeed and to reach their full potential. 

  
Please support your child in their educational, emotional and spiritual growth by 
developing a ‘Growth Mindset’.  The 8 learning behaviours we focus on at school are: 
*Being curious (curiosity) *Having a go (perseverance) *Co-operating *Enjoying learning 
*Improving *Using your imagination (creativity) *Concentrating *Not giving up (resilience) 
 
We very much look forward to an enjoyable and rewarding year ahead at Sacred Heart, 
Battersea, working closely together with our wider school community, our parish and our 
partner school, St Mary’s.  
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-Here is a brief outline of what your child will be learning about this half term: 
 

Subject Coverage Suggestions as to how you can support 
learning at home 

English Reading and writing will be linked to our 

History topic ‘The Victorians’.   

 

We will  be looking at Dr Heinrich 

Hoffman’s ‘StruwwelPeter’ and David 

Walliams’ ‘World’s Worst Children’ 

stories. With one set in the Victorian era 

and one set in modern times, we will be 

looking at the similarities and 

differences and write our own tale about 

an unfortunate naughty child. 

Support your child with their weekly 

homework. 

 

Find opportunities to take them to the 

library to borrow information texts on the 

topic. 

 

Enrich your child’s knowledge of the topic by 

visiting various museums and sites, e.g The 

Natural History Museum, The Spike in 

Guildford and the Victoria and Albert 

Museum. 

 

Read fiction and non-fiction books linked to 

the Victorians to give the child a wide 

breadth of knowledge of the era.  

Maths Maths lessons this half term will focus on 

number.  

 

Particular emphasis will be placed on 

mental calculations strategies, fast recall 

of multiplication and division tables, place 

value, written calculations for addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division, 

problem solving / investigations and 

mathematical vocabulary. 

Keep practising timetables/mental maths 

and give your child problems to solve 

mentally on a daily basis. Relate where 

possible to real life situations. E.g at the 

shop, in the car, cooking. 

RE Our topics start with ‘Family: Loving’ 

where we shall be teaching unconditional 

love and related stories from the Bible.   

This shall be followed by ‘Vocation and 

Commitment’ as we explore belonging to 

the church family. 

 

Re-enforce the Christian values that we 

want the children to live by and discuss the 

Wednesday Word as a family. 

 

Science Animals including humans 

Children will be exploring the human 

body, looking at blood, our circulatory 

system, the heart and organs.  This will 

build on work from previous years and will 

help the children to understand 

themselves and the ‘way we work’. 

 

Explore the world with your child and encourage 

them to ask questions about the world around 

them; how does my body work? If you don’t know 

an answer, you can always look it up together  

Eg. What happens on the journey of a blood cell 

as it travels around the body?  What is your 

pulse rate?  Can you make it faster?   

Topic-History/ 
Geography 

Our topic is ‘The Victorians’.  We will be 

looking at the successes of Queen 

Victoria’s reign including The Great 

Exhibition, The Industrial Revolution and 

The British Empire. We will be learning in 

depth about Queen Victoria looking at 

Borrow some information books out of the 

library to learn more about the life of a 

Victorian. 



her upbringing and her relationship 

Albert. Through Literacy and ICT the 

children will learn about life in Victorian 

Britain. 

 

Computing Children will be given opportunities to 

develop and apply their ICT skills 

through different areas of the 

curriculum.  

 

They will also be receiving computing 

lessons from the CLC to enrich their 

computing lessons including the use of 

coding apps such as hopscotch (ipad).  

 

Supervise your child’s online activity 

(including PlayStation and Xbox forums) and 

reinforce Internet safety rules, e.g. keeping 

passwords safe and private; behaving 

appropriately online and on social media. 

 

PE The sports this term are netball and tag 

rugby with children developing the key 

skills needed to play in each of these 

sports; passing and receiving the ball, 

good balance and footwork, attacking and 

defending skills. 

 

 

To help your children at home, you can 

continue to practice the skills needed for 

netball and tag rugby, such as; throwing and 

catching using a variety of passes, chest, 

shoulder, bounce for netball and a two 

handed backwards pass for rugby. To 

further develop these skills we have after-

school clubs on offer in both sports. If you 

would like to book a place please log in to 

the Parent Mail system. 

 

Music  
 
 

-Where possible we like to take the children out of school, or invite visitors in to speak 
to the children to enrich their learning. This half term we are visiting  
 
-All teachers at Sacred Heart School follow the homework policy. 
In year * we will follow this homework timetable: 

Subject Handed out Due in on 

English: 

-Reading Comprehension 

-Spellings 

-Grammar 

-Reading 

Wednesday Tuesday 

Maths: 

-Times tables  

-Arithmetic/Reasoning 

Friday Monday 

Please note that owing to English and Maths sets in Year 6, the quantity of homework may vary from time 

to time, according to the set teacher and the needs of the pupils. 

 
-Each class will perform one class assembly this year along with two open class 
sessions (as a year group), where your child will have an opportunity to share their 
learning with you.    
Assembly dates:  
6F – 16th October 
6G - TBC  
 



-PE is an essential part of the curriculum. We are lucky enough to have specialist teachers and 
coaches. Please send your child in with his or her PE kit on Monday, and leave it at school 
until Friday. Any absences from PE need to be explained in a letter.   

PE days for Year 6 is Friday. 
Please remember to remove your child’s earrings on a Thursday evening.  
 

The before and after school clubs this term are: 
CLUBS TIMETABLE AUTUMN 

 
 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Morning 
Session 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
 
 

FOOTBALL CLUB 
Y4/5/6 

8.00-8.45AM 
(£30) 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
 
 

               CHOIR 
(J.C MPR) 

8:15-8:50am 

BREAKFAST CLUB BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
 
 

FOOTBALL CLUB 
Yr 1/2/3 

8.00-8.45AM 
(£30) 

 

After School ORCHESTRA 
(RK MPR) 

(Selected pupils 
only) 

 
COOKING CLUB* 

(P.R-Main Kitchen) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DIGITAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY& 

COMPUTING 
(AW- Old ICT 
Suite-3.30-

4.30pm) 
(£20) 

 
 
RUNNING CLUB 

Yrs 2/3/4/5/6 
3.30-4.30PM 

(£20) 
 

 

SWIMMING CLUB 
Yrs 4/5/6-selection only 

5:30pm-6:15pm 
(£60) 

 
GIRLS CLUB 

Yrs 3,4, 
3:30-4:30pm 

(£20) 
 
 
 
 

NETBALL CLUB 
Yrs 4,5,6 
3:30-4:30 

(£30) 
 
 
 

 
 

GYMNASTICS* 
(3.30-4.30pm) 

CRAFT CLUB* 
(D.M-Hall) 

3:30pm-4:30pm 
 
 

COOKING CLUB* 
(P.R-Main Kitchen) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BASKETBALL 
CLUB 

3:30-4:30PM 
Yrs 1,2,3 

(£30) 
 
 
 
 

NETBALL LEAGUE 
(Y5/6) 

3.30pm – 5.30pm 
(Invitation only)** 

 
 
 
 

TAG RUGBY CLUB 
Yrs 4/5/6 

3.30-4.30PM 
(£30) 

 
CHOIR 

(JC-MPR) 
3.30-4.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GYMNASTICS* 
(3.30-4.30pm) 

ATHLETICS SQUAD TRAINING 
Y4/5 

(A.O/W.T) 
3.30-4.30PM** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK 
CLUB** 

(J.B) 
3:30-4:40PM 

Please use the new Parent Mail system to book a place on any sports clubs or for the digital photography 

club. For  Breakfast Club, please contact Ms Drinan via the school 

* Those clubs marked with an asterix are run by outside providers and their charges may vary. Speak to either the 

providers directly via contact details on their letters or the school office. 

** Those marked with a double asterix are free. There is no charge. 

Please feel free to make an appointment with your child’s class teacher at any time 
should you wish to discuss progress, attainment or welfare. 
 
Kind regards, 
Class Teachers   Miss Forshaw and Mrs Garraialde     
Intervention teachers  Ms Nakonechna and Mrs Rowlandson 
Support staff   Miss Lorraine and Miss Lisa 


